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Arts

North Wingfield
film and poetry
project
Budding young Steven
Spielbergs are being given the
chance to turn their scripts and
storyboards into a reality as part
of an innovative film-making
project, happening from June to
August in North Wingfield. 
A community celebration event and film
showing will also take place in
September – watch out for details.  

The project has been part-funded by
housing and regeneration group, LHA-
ASRA, which is working with the Council
to build dozens of ‘eco-homes’ in North
Wingfield, as well as Rykneld Homes,
NEDDC Arts Development, the South
Eastern Community Partnership, North
Wingfield Parish Council, and the
Community and Family Learning Group.

For more information contact Helena
Davenport on (01246) 217510 or
email helena.davenport@ne-
derbyshire.gov.uk

Meanwhile NEDDC, alongside
Chesterfield Borough Council, helped to
host the IAC British International
Amateur Film Festival in April.

Film makers and enthusiasts from all
over Europe visited the three-day event,
which saw 114 films aired at
Chesterfield Hotel.

Novices also picked up technical tips at
a workshop, jointly sponsored by both
authorities, as part of the festival
programme. 

If you’re interested in trying your hand at
film-making, there are a number of local
film societies and film makers in NE
Derbyshire and Chesterfield.  
For more information visit 
www.ne-derbyshire.gov.uk/arts

Arts Connection
In this issue of ‘the NEWS’ we take a look at the latest arts developments in North East Derbyshire

It began in may 2008, with
confirmation that we were the
first local authority in history to
leap straight from being classed
as a ‘weak’ council, to an
‘excellent’ council under the
Audit Commission’s inspection
system - a truly monumental
achievement! 

Fast forward eleven months and
we also ended the year on a
high, as finalists in two top
government awards – the Local
Government Chronicle’s ‘most
Improved Council of the Year,’
and the municipal journal’s
‘most Effective Political Team
Achievement of the Year’
category.

These accolades are not about
collecting trophies for the shelf.
We value them because they
give us external confirmation
that we’re getting it right for
our residents; that our service is
of the excellent standard you
should expect from your local
authority.

They were just two of the
highlights in a busy, challenging,
yet rewarding year for us.  

Our successes have been many
and varied - including the launch
of innovative projects,
developing a stronger
involvement with our
communities, transforming
working practices both within
the Council and with our
partners, and reviewing the way
the authority works to provide
improved value for money.

Our ‘excellent’ Comprehensive
Performance Assessment rating
from the Audit Commission has
put us in the spotlight. many of
our teams have received national
awards, and councils from
around the UK (and even japan!)
are coming to learn how we
turned things around in such
dramatic fashion. 

They’ve asked what’s our secret?
It’s simple - people are at the
heart of our progress.  

The people that make up our
communities are our focus, and
the people within the Council
are the driving force behind this;
our members are challenging and
supportive, and managers and
staff are motivated to achieve
our vision for North East
Derbyshire. 

Plus, feedback from our
communities shows our services
are getting better - residents are
involved in democracy and feel
this is a great place to live, visit,
work and do business.

Looking forward, it’s no secret
that times are difficult for
councils – we are not immune to
the impact of the changing
economic climate. 

However, throughout 2008/09 we
have maintained a clear focus on
improving our services while
providing value for money and
making the Council more
efficient.

This focus will continue, whilst
delivering our ambitions for local
people - and that means the
next 12 months promise to be
just as busy as the last! 

This year has been another success story for North East Derbyshire

District Council – in fact, it shaped up to be our best year yet! 

Our best 
year yet!

mike Goodwin
Chief Executive

Cllr. Graham Baxter
Leader of the Council

2008 - 2009

Wanted - memories of
Killamarsh
Residents are being asked to take a trip
down memory lane – to help produce
a book and DVD about Killamarsh in
years gone by.

Members of Killamarsh Tenants and
Residents Association (KTARA) are
leading the project, which focuses on
the community in the 1920s.

There are lots of opportunities to get
writing – visit the website www.ne-
derbyshire.gov.uk/arts for more details. 

BLISS Project 
Taking up a new creative hobby is a
great way to learn new skills and meet
like-minded people.

That’s the thinking behind the new
BLISS (Breaking Loneliness and
Isolation; Sharing and Socialising)
project, which is being jointly launched
by NEDDC, Chesterfield Borough
Council and the Alzheimer’s Society.

Find it!
From painting to photography, Culture
Vultures is a new directory of arts
groups and venues for hire across
North East Derbyshire and
Chesterfield.  

You can view the directory online at
www.ne-derbyshire.gov.uk/arts or pick
up a copy from your local library or
leisure centres.

Arts and Disability
Forum
The next Arts & Disability Forum will
meet on Friday 17 July at 2pm at
Council House.  

NEDDC helped host the IAC British Amateur Film Festival

For more information about
any of these projects, please
contact Kay Ogilvie on
(01246) 217510 or 
email kay.ogilvie@ne-
derbyshire.gov.uk 
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North East Derbyshire District
Council is a strong, innovative
and forward-looking
organisation. We work
efficiently - and alongside our
partners – to meet the needs
of our communities, whilst
delivering national policies set
out by the government.

Balancing all of this is a
challenge but, through clear
priorities and effective
community involvement, we
are well placed to meet this
challenge and to ensure we
deliver our vision for North

East Derbyshire.

Our Vision for 2020
Working with our partners and
diverse communities, we want
North East Derbyshire to be a
great place for all to live and
work, where children have a good
start in life and everyone can fulfil
their potential. This will be a

district with a strong sense of civic
and community pride, where
people feel involved in ensuring
that excellent public services are
delivered and opportunities for
education and skills development,
employment, cultural and leisure
activities are available for all
throughout their lives.

Our Mission
To ensure that we deliver our

vision we will:

l make a difference by building
thriving communities through
partnership, community
leadership and excellent service
delivery.

Our Values
Underpinning every area of our
work are our values:

l We are honest, open and
accountable

l We value peoples’ differences
and we will treat everyone
fairly and with respect

l We listen, involve and respond
to all our communities

l We always look for new and
better ways of working to
improve quality and value

Our ambitions for North
East Derbyshire:
We have developed five ambitions
that will enable us to deliver our
long-term vision for the district.
Over the next three years, our
attention and resources will be
focused on creating and
maintaining:

l Safe, healthy and respectful
communities

l A thriving local economy

l Clean, green and attractive
environment

l Decent and affordable homes
for local people

l Excellent service, high
performance and value for
money.

Our vision 
and ambitions

Here we look at where
Council funding comes
from, how much that
adds up to and how is
that money spent.

How do we receive
our funding?

The Council’s total income for
2008/9 was £15.9m.  For 2009/10
this has reduced to £13.6m.  This
comes from a variety of sources,
illustrated by the chart below.

Council Tax
During our budget consultations
residents asked us to keep Council
Tax increases as low as possible, to
help all households in the district
through this difficult financial
time.

We listened – setting an increase of
just 2.9 %, which is below the
national average.

As well as to fund our own
services, we also collect Council
Tax on behalf of other public
authorities in the county, including
Derbyshire County Council,
Derbyshire Police Authority,
Derbyshire Fire Authority and
parish councils.

The chart below shows exactly how
your Council Tax is split between
these authorities, but this roughly
equates to:

l 70% goes directly to Derbyshire
County Council to pay for things
like schools and social care

l 11% comes to us at North East
Derbyshire District Council

l 10% goes to Derbyshire Police
Authority

l 5% goes to your parish council to
fund specific community
initiatives such as community
halls and to provide and
maintain recreational areas

l 4% goes to Derbyshire Fire
Authority 

Finance:
Funding our Priorities

For more detailed information about our where our budget is spent, please visit
the website at www.ne-derbyshire.gov.uk/budget-spend

Although times are challenging, at North East
Derbyshire District Council our aim remains

the same: to provide excellent, value
for money services to our residents

Council Tax band D 
2009/10

Derbyshire Police 
Authority 10.5%

Derbyshire County 
Council 69.1%

Derbyshire Fire 
Station 4.3%

Parish Councils
(Average) 5.4%

North East 
Derbyshire 

10.8%

Sources of income
2009/10 £million




